Value of fine needle aspiration cytology of the breast, with an emphasis on the cytodiagnosis of colloid carcinoma.
The fine needle aspiration (FNA) cytologic evaluation of 6,941 lesions of the breast was reviewed, with an emphasis on the cytodiagnosis of colloid carcinoma. The most common benign breast diseases in this series were fibroadenomas, cysts and fibrocystic conditions. All cases with an FNA diagnosis of suspicious were biopsied; a number of these were found to be carcinoma of the breast. In cases with an FNA diagnosis of carcinoma of the breast, a plan of management was immediately adopted on the basis of that diagnosis. Thirteen cases of colloid (mucinous) carcinoma of the breast were diagnosed by FNA cytology; in all, the cytodiagnosis was confirmed by the subsequent histologic diagnosis. The distinctive cytologic criteria that may be useful for making an FNA diagnosis of colloid carcinoma of the breast are discussed, and the FNA differences between the pure and mixed types of colloid carcinoma are noted.